Once upon a time, which is how all good stories start, there lived a cheeky little monkey called Marvin. Marvin lived with mummy and daddy monkey, and his little sister Mandy. Mummy and daddy monkey loved their little monkeys very much. But sadly life was not always happy in the monkey den. It was mummy and daddy monkeys’ job to take care of their little monkeys really really well because they were such special little monkeys. 

Little monkeys need warm, safe dens to live in and they need parents who can keep them safe and feed them tasty bananas and monkey milk. They need a mummy who can give them a big monkey cuddle when they’re feeling sad or scared. It was very sad that mummy and daddy monkey found it very hard to always put their little monkeys first which is what all mummies and daddies should do. 

Sometimes the mummy and daddy monkey were so busy making themselves feel happy that they forgot about taking care of their babies and left Marvin and Mandy alone in the monkey den. Poor babies! So Marvin, who was the best big brother in the world, tried his hardest to make sure his little sister was ok. He did a brilliant job but he had to do more looking after than any little monkey should have to do.   

Even worse that this, the mummy and daddy monkey didn’t always get along. Sometimes the daddy monkey would get very cross. He would shout at mummy monkey and even hit her when the babies were watching. I don’t know if you’ve ever heard monkeys getting angry with each other, but what a loud, screeching noise they make!

This meant that sometimes the monkey den was a scary place for the little monkeys to be because there was so much shouting and fighting. I wonder if the mummy and daddy monkey realised just how scared their babies would feel when they screeched so loudly?

Lots of animal would visit the monkey den at all times of the day and night. Even though they were friends of mummy and daddy monkey they could be very scary too. 

After a while other animal neighbours started to feel very worried about the little monkeys. They weren’t sure that anyone was keeping them safe, making sure that they had a nice warm home to live in and enough bananas to eat. They asked a kind elephant called Mary to come and visit the monkey family. It was her job to make sure the little monkeys were ok. Mary Elephant told the monkeys there was too much fighting and screeching for the babies to hear. She tried really hard to help mummy and daddy monkey to look after their little monkeys better. She even asked other friendly animals to help too.

Sadly the mummy and daddy monkey didn’t always want help. One day a worried neighbour found Marvin and Mandy all alone in a very cold monkey den and she told Mary Elephant about this. Mary decided she had to do something very quickly to keep these precious little monkeys safe. She had to find another family to take care of them while she kept on trying to help the mummy and daddy monkey. Mary knew about a really kind giraffe family, Graham and Gertie, who looked after baby animals who couldn’t live with their own mummies and daddies anymore. This mummy and daddy knew very well how to keep little monkeys safe and to make sure they had everything they needed. In the giraffe home there was always enough to eat and there was no screeching or fighting. 

So the baby monkeys went to live in their new home, which was very strange and scary indeed. Marvin still sometimes worried about not having enough to eat, even though they always had lovely dinners and lots of treats. He also still felt he should take care of his little sister Mandy. But we have to remember that when Marvin lived with mummy and daddy monkey he often went hungry and had to look after Mandy. He had to be a brave, strong little monkey.

It was sometimes hard for Marvin to feel at home with Graham and Gertie Giraffe. He missed his mummy and daddy and looked forward to seeing them at contact. Now mummy and daddy still loved their two little monkeys very much. Even so, after lots and lots of careful thinking, all the grown-ups decided that they wouldn’t be able to look after these precious little monkeys well enough. It was very sad for everyone.

Now Marvin and Mandy are growing up into big strong monkeys with Graham and Gertie Giraffe, who have got to know them very well and love them a lot. They help Marvin to go to bed at the right time so he can get up for monkey school. They know when he’s feeling sad and missing mummy and daddy. He gets lots of hugs and stories, lots of fun and warm snuggly times. And that is just what a cheeky monkey needs!

