	
	
	



CHILDREN’S CONCEPT OF TIME

Telling time by the clock does not mean that a child has a concept of time. The concept of time requires an appreciate that:

1. a series of events occur in order
2. between these events are intervals

Approximate understanding of time according to age

18 months:	Lives in the present. No concept of past or future. The time work is “now”.

21 months:	Can delay a little, wait in response for very short periods.

30 months:	Has several words denoting future as well as present. Simple time sequences are understood.

3 years:	 Frequent words for past, present and future. No clear appreciate in terms of time of past events. E.g. past = yesterday, future = tomorrow

3 ½ years	Uses past and future tenses more accurately. There is still some confusion between past and present tenses.

4 years	Has understanding of when events take place over the day and broad concept of time over a long scale e.g. next summer. Understands morning and afternoon e.g. “is Christmas tomorrow?”

5 years	Can say what day it is and the days of the week in sequence. Has ability to project in time. Some understanding of events in sequence e.g. “First we go to play, then we have a story”

6 years	Has knowledge of seasons and increasing knowledge about the duration of time.

7 years	Can tell the time accurately.

8 years	Has more or less an adult concept of time.

When considering a particular child’s concept of time always seek advice from
adults / professionals who have a day-to-day understanding of the child’s abilities 
e.g. a parent, teacher, nursery worker or GP.

In speaking with children about the time of particular events make reference to 
landmarks e.g. festivals, seasons, birthdays, television programmes, holidays etc.
Do your research about very significant events to the child not necessarily
associated with an incident of abuse.

Questions which make reference to the first or last time can provide a helpful focus
for the child                                                                    (Liz Davies Child time 1999)
